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First off,  there is a new name on the masthead. Rob 

Fournie has taken over the editor's job from Tom Van 
Zuiden, and this is his first issue. 

 
Secondly, some members have not paid their dues. Have-
n't renewed their membership in the best Morgan Sports 
Car Club in Canada !!  
 

Can't believe it--but it's true.  
No more Blurbs, no more event announcements, no more 
events--worst of all, they lose touch with a great bunch of 
Morganeers. If you fall in that group, and you have simply 
neglected to pay up, then do it now. Pay your dues for 
2010 now--before the 2011 dues become due. 

 
Some of us have been talking about purchasing car 
badges from the Romanian Morgan Owners Group--
Dracula MOG.  Good looking badge, but the price seems 
too high. Our Morgan's badge bar currently sports the cur-
rent MSCC badge, the 100th anniversary badge, and one 
from MOG 34. Dracula MOG would have replaced the 
MOG 34 badge. I'm not a badge collector-Bob Tescione of 
the Western New York club is a collector-but I do have a 
few that I have acquired over the years. For example, I 
have a POL MOG badge. That's the Polish Morgan Own-
ers Group, founded by Kathy Hoffman {also the only mem-
ber] who is an American ,was on a job assignment in Po-
land in the 80s, had her car with her, founded the club on 
a lark, and ended up organizing runs to Poland from other 
European countries. We met her at the 75th celebrations, 
and bought one of her badges. We met her again at MOG 
34, judged the competition class together, and haven't 
seen her since, although we hear that she has retired to 
Mexico, or somewhere south of that where it's warm all 
year 'round. The badge is rare--but it's the memories it 
evokes that I treasure. 

 
Last week, Sharon surprised me by showing me 4 badges 
that had been stored out of sight in a cupboard for so long 
that I thought we had lost them. They brought back more 
memories. One is a MOPS badge--that's the Morgan Own-
ers of Philadelphia,and I bought it from Gus Spahr, a Mor-
gan owner, an engineer, a good guy to know, and another 
old Morgan friend whom we have lost touch with. Gus was 
the first car guy to suggest to me that a concours should 
have 2 classes--one for cars trailered to the show, and 
another for  cars driven to the show. I thought that made 
sense back in 1981, and still do to-day. 
 
Another badge was a Toronto Morgan Owners Group 
badge--black and chrome, rectangular in shape. This 
badge dates from the 1980s, and was produced while 
Audrey Beer was President. I remember the discussions 
regarding the design of this badge. We couldn't agree on a 
design, until I suggested that the design of the lapel pin 

that we were currently selling would make a good design 
for the car badge. To my surprise, Audrey agreed, and so 
we have that badge. But now I have to 'fess up. I never 
meant that we should repeat the shape of the pin for the 
badge. I thought that the pin design, produced in a round 
or oval shape, would look terrific as a badge. Oops. Inci-
dentally, we were then the Toronto Morgans Owners 
Group. Toronto was, and maybe still is,Hogtown. Hence, 
HOGMOG, and Miss Piggy and her fellow porkers as our 
mascot. 

 
Third badge in the group is a Morgan Sports Car Club 
badge--that's the British Morgan Sports Car Club--and a 
badge that was purchased in 1984, in England at the 75th. 
There is no story with it--except all the stories, and all the 
memories, that are still so vivid to us , 25 years later. 
 The fourth badge was a surprise. I don't remember buying 
it, and I had forgotten that I had it. It's the MOA badge--
from the first MOA, which went through Niagara [on its 
way from somewhere to somewhere else] . I still have 3 
sweatshirts I bought as souvenirs of that event, and now 
we have rediscovered the badge. MOA didn't mean much 
to me at the time, but has gained in importance over the 
years, especially after MOA IV and our club's part in that 
event. 

 
The badges cost what what they cost. The memories they 
evoke--priceless. 
 
See you in London on the 5th, see you in Fort Erie on the 
18th, and at the Lytle's on the 26th. 

 
 Keep the wheels turning. 

PREZ SEZ 

John Roden  - April  Meeting  

By John Roden 
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We must thank Tom Van Zuiden for his years of dedi-
cation as editor for the BLURB.  Tom has produced one 
of the best club newsletters you will ever 
findéé.KUDOS to Tom.  At the April meeting, Tom 
officially stepped down as the BLURB editor and trans-
ferred the role of BLURB Editor and Club Liaison to me.  
 
As your new BLURB editor, I have researched several 
other Morgan clubs and their newsletters as well as 
numerous ñother carò club publications for some ideas.  
I quickly realized that the MSCCC Blurb is one of the 
best and that I have some big shoes to fill as the new 
editor.  I may find that only being a size 9 shoe, follow-
ing in Tomôs footsteps will be more of a challenge than 
originally thought. (even if he has two left feet as noted 
when he purchases shoes)  
 
A very grateful thank you goes out to Tom and we can 
not forget Linda who spent hours helping Tom assem-
ble the copies for distribution. 
 
I am relatively new to the MSCCC and many have not 
yet met me and I am trying to remember the names of 
those I have met.  As an introduction to who Rob 
Fournie is, I believe that I should provide some back-
ground about myself.   
 
My life-long love of autos goes back to my childhood. 
They say your parents shape you into who you be-
come.  My father loved unique cars and that was 
passed to me.  I grew up only a mile from our local Lon-
don British Car dealer, Leavens Motors.  They special-
ized in MGAôs, Austins, and Triumphs.  On a very rare 
occasion a used Morgan would be seen on the lot.  I 
would frequently bicycle there just to admire and dream 
of owning one when I was ñold enoughò.   
 
Old enough had to wait until 1987 when, in an issue of 
Auto Trader, I found two great buys, a 1935 Rolls 
Royce 20/25 in Ancaster and a 1959 Aston Martin DB4 
in Burlington.  I faced a dilemma, which car should I 
buy. My plan was first stop to see the RR then continue 
on to Ancaster to see the DB4.  The RR was fabulous 
and the seller accepted a very low offer, my 3 year old 

daughter calling the seller grandpa sure helped seal the 
deal!  Unfortunately, I never made it to the Aston Mar-
tiné.regrets I have to this day. 
With a young family I eventually sold the RR to meet 
family obligations.  However, that only lasted a few 
years when I found a 1959 100-6 Austin Healey in a 
dilapidated shed near Grand Bend on Lake Huron.  It 
was the kind of barn find you hear stories of, it had a 
body in incredible condition and the engine turned 
freely!  My extensive business travel delayed restora-
tion efforts and then due to some life changing events, I 
was forced to sell my semi-restored 100-6.   
 
I year later I had a weak moment, (my son said mid-life 
crisiséhmmm) and purchased a Porsche 928. The 
Porsche was great, but with the union jack running 
through my veins, it was not long before I purchased 
another British marquee, a 1960 MGA 1600.  I quickly 
realized that it required a more ambitious restoration 
than I wanted to get into, so 2 years later I sold it to buy 
a 1958 MGA 1500.  The garage was now full, British 
and German (reminds me of the Royal Family) but that 
did not stop me from looking for ñITò.   
 
One late night in 2009 while surfing e-bay under ñother 
makesò I found ITé..a 1969 Morgan 4/4 with the 
1600GT engine.  The Morgan was in Winnipeg half a 
continent away.  I now faced a difficult decision; do I 
trust the seller and buy it based on a three vague pho-
tos?  With a great deal of trepidation, I made an offer 

Your New Editor 

òThe changing of the 

guard has now occurredó 

Arrival of your New Editor  Departure of THE Editor  

By Rob Fournie 

My Morgan as found on Ebay 

(Continued on page #4) 
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Your New Editor (Cont.) 

Central Canada Morgan Events 
 
June 5th  Fleetwood Country Cruize-In, London, Rob Fournie, see ad in this issue 
June 18-20  Frank Lloyd Wright Tour, Buffalo to Pittsburgh and back, Thomas Van Zuiden 
June 26  Lytle Club Picnic, 4 PM 
July 2-5  Mog 39, Staunton Virginia, see ad this issue. 
August 13-15  Prince Edward County & British Car Day-Kingston, Don & Cathy Allen 
 

Western Canada Morgan Events 
 

June 10/11  Devilôs Punch Bowl - Contact Heinz Stromquist 503-224-9576 
       June 11   Morgans Over America V begins - Contact Ken Miles 604-576-8036 

June 20/21  FATHER Dayôs Picnic - Contact Kit Raetson 250-544-2026 
August 21st  Rally In The Valley 2010, 10:00AM, Peachland, BC,  
 Contact Bruce Stevenson, brucethebrat@telus.net 

 

Here is a traffic sign that you will not see every day 
and one that you should know if you travel to this 
place. 
 
Where will you find this sign? 
 
What is the turn commonly referred to as? 
 
AnsweréNext BLURB 

Mystery Question 

and became the owner of my first MOG.  My friends 
thought I had taken too much of a risk buying a car un-
seen. It took 2 weeks to arrange transport to London.  It 
was 3 AM when it arrived at my house and yes, love at 
first sight!  Overall, it was what I expected and the seller 
was very honest.   Two days later, even with a rough 
body, it flawlessly passed an Ontario safety inspection.  
 
My Morgan has gained some notoriety being in both the 
MSCCC 2009 calendar and the London British Sports 
Car Club 2009 calendar. 
 
Bronte 2009 was the first test of reliability.  It was a bone 
chilling 3C day,  Ken Wightman and I set off in our MOGs 
to Bronte.  We drove there and back the same day, 
400kms without a problem (smile). 
 
I will continue to look for my next MOG.  Some of you 

prefer +8ôs but for me a flat rad, a trike, or even better 
yetéthe Interim Cowl MOG! 
 
I will endeavor to ensure each BLURB issue is out on 
time.  I will ask your patience if I am late.  I will also try to 
obtain a Morgan story from the clubs around the world.  
This issue includes the first article from my recent trip to 
New Zealand where I toured the Southward Auto Mu-
seum on the North Island.  
 
The BLURB is YOUR magazine and I will be looking to 
the membership for articles and ideas.  Morgans are 
fabulous works of art and our newsletter should reflect 
that. I would like to start with petitioning the membership 
for ideas and suggestions for the newsletter. 
 
I trust that I will be able to provide you with a publication 
which maintains the high standards established by Tom. 
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It has been some time since I last contributed to The 
Blurb.  So long I see I'm no longer listed as a contributor 
or ñformer execò on the back page!  I really appreciate 
John's  President's messages, and Tom's reports on both 
his activities and those of the MSCCC group.  The exec 
is doing an excellent job! 
 
I note Ken & Pat continue to contribute their comments 
from the west  Amanda & I did spend time with the Miles', 
Stinson's, and others from MSCCC West and other NA 
Morgan clubs last year while at the Centenary.  Included 
was a MOA reunion hosted by Colin & Calli Cundy.  I was 
really tempted to cancel our Aussie plans for June-July, 
doubly tempted when this week Richard Cressy sent a 
link to his blog for MOA V (organised on the NA side of 
the pond by Ken & Pat).  I'll be following the run's pro-
gress. 
 
Ted Zurbrigg called just before we headed out to Tasma-
nia.  He and Lily had been touring New Zealand and just 
arrived for their tour of parts of eastern Australia.  Unfor-
tunately there wasn't time for us to get together how-
ever... Amanda and I will be in Toronto during August and 
hope to spend a few days in the London area so, Ted, 
expect a call!  Likewise our Toronto friends can expect to 
hear from us.   
 
On to the subject of this article.  Preparation of our +8 
included installation of the new wiring harness I bought 
from CMC before we packed up for the move to Oz (too 
many gremlins in the old harness).  Purchase of a new 

soft hood (serendipity after arrival in Oz... a story in itself 
of how we acquired the hood... we could leave the noisy 
hardtop at home), creation of kidney covers for the cooler 
days we expected in Tasmania, removal of useless 
heater fan.... and a general tidy up of the car.  Otherwise, 
set to go on what would be Amanda's first real Morgan 
road trip! 
 
April 10.  Run down to New South Wales Southern High-
lands via the Illiwarra Highway (a very twisty route up to 
the interior plateau from the coastal highway), we de-
cided our rendezvous point on the Hume Highway was 
north of our intersection.... wrong... first of several illegal 
U-turns before we finally connected, had our morning 
coffee, and were on our way south towards Gundagai 
(just north of the Victoria border) for our first overnight 
stop.  (296 miles for the day) 
 
April 11.  Second day out, engine stopped just outside 
Benalla in Victoria... immediately realized I'd forgotten 
what ñemptyò means on this petrol gauge!  (Steve & Mar-
tin might remember a similar out-of-petrol experience 
during our first MSCCC run back in 1990).  Fortunately 
Sue & Peter Chatfield were not far behind and made a 
run to the nearest petrol bowser.  The 5 litre can cost 
$18!  Plus $7 for the petrol.  Plastic container is ñmade in 
Canadaò.... I wonder....  This little episode will show up 
later in the MOCA meetings, I'm sure. (201 miles) 
 
April 12.  Visit to Chris Van Wyck, the Australian Morgan / 
Caterham agent in Melbourne.  He's parked his Aero 8 in 
the showroom, along with his Caterham....  Amanda real-
izes the Aero has an ñautomaticò and starts scheming to 
wangle a purchase (for close to $300,000???).  She 
keeps buying those loto tickets in hope of a big win.  That 
afternoon, onto the dock to load for the ferry crossing to 
Tasmania.  Has to be the most inefficient ferry loading 
I've ever seen and the lost marketing opportunities (pre-
loading, and on the ferry) are many. (171 miles) 

Tassie trip, April 10-26, 2010 By Vern Dale-Johnson 

Mac and Marje Russell's shed 
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April 13.  Into Devonport the next morning  after a rough 
(and thus restless) ferry ride for a quick run to Mac and 
Marje Russell's shed (they were preparing for their 18

th
 

consecutive run of Targa Tasmania in their 96 +8... 
probably their last in this car as continuing to meet the 
regs would require chopping up the car to install a full 
cage).  Now this is a shed!  We parked all of our Mor-
gan's inside (12 from NSW and Queensland), plus 3 Tas-
sie Morgans and a Marje's BMW Z4 and still had enough 
room for the breakfast tables.  Martin & Steve would love 
to have the space as their total facility!   Later in the 

morning off to our first stop, Swansea on the east coast 
of the island.  En route, we note Ian & Barb Smith's 4/4 
has a flat front tyre... once we locate them Barb com-
ments on feeling the steering was ñheavyò but other-
wise... wasn't concerned!  Note to Ian... carry a spare 
tube for those 15 inch tyres.  (158 miles) 
 
After a couple of days running up and down the east 
coast of Tassie, complete with a brunch stop at ñelephant 
passò (on one of the Targa stages) for their world famous 
pancakes (really, crepes, but perhaps Aussies don't un-
derstand the French) we are off to Hobart. (178 miles) 
 
April 16.  Hobart, capital of Tasmania and a beautiful mid-
sized Aussie city.  Amanda & I had spent several days 
there last February so this year we took the time to do a 
bit of relaxing as well as local touring, including a run up 
to the top of Mt Wellington (25 km and an elevation 
change of 1270 metres).  +8 enjoyed the run up the 
mountain but didn't like all the engine braking on the way 

down.  Fortunately the next day was a display on the 
grounds of Tassie's Parliament House in downtown 
Hobart where I had the opportunity to pull and clean the 
plugs.... front left plug the culprit, so carboned up the 
electrode was invisible!  (114 miles into Hobart, 161 miles 
in local touring). 
 
Highlight of our time in Hobart was catching up with one 
of the winemakers Amanda used to work with.  We at-
tended a BBQ hosted by Ashley Huntington and his wife 
Jane at what has to be one of the world's unique brewer-
ies... Two Metre Tall (www.2mt.com.au) where Ashley 

has turned his wine making skills to making beer the his-
torical way ï hops & barley grown on his farm, with yeast, 
heat, and time.  Great evening and angus beef dinner 
(also farm raised, on the spent beer barley) with our Mor-
gan friends David & Jenny Fletcher and Graham & Kay 
Dell.  Made more special by the interaction between Ash-
ley and Amanda... and the eclectic crowd that attended 
the evening. 
April 19.  The long, winding drive from Hobart to the 
south eastern town of Strahan.  Visits en route to ñThe 
Salmon Farmsò - oldest trout hatchery in Tasmania where 
they still have whoppers in their rearing pools (some 

Tassie trip, April 10-26, 2010 (cont) 

ò perhaps Aussies don't understand  

the Frenchó 
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could go 25 lbs / 10 kg).  Not allowed to wet a line here 
however, so on to Hamilton and breakfast, then further 
onwards and upwards to Derwent Bridge and lunch in the 
centre of Tassie, with an afternoon coffee stop in 
Queenstown before the final run down to arrive in 
Strahan as the sun was setting (shades of our drives in 
NZ with thousands of corners to negotiate).  (231 miles) 
 
This is truly wild country, hardly any roads penetrate the 
South Western part of Tasmania, two National Parks ï 
the Franklin Lower Gordon Wild Rivers National Park that 
we traversed and even further south the South West Na-
tional Park (I guess they are saving this for some future 
politician to name after himself... hopefully someone who 
does something worthwhile for Oz or Tassie ï I won't be 
voting for the ñRudd National Parkò).  These parks en-
compass unique flora including the famous Huon Pine. 
 
April 22.  After time in Strahan, and a train ride on the old 
copper train from Strahan back to Queenstown, we 
headed north for our next stop at Stanley on the Bass 
Strait.  As I had sampled some venison-wallaby snags 
(sausages to your northern folk) during our last meal in 
Strahan that totally disagreed with my alimentary tract (I 
was referring to it as a ñwallagy enemaò), I asked Julia 
Woolgar, an acquaintance from previous MOCA interna-
tional events and the Morgan Centenary if she would 
mind driving ñthe Beastò for the day... No second re-
quests needed!  As I hung on, strapped into the passen-
ger 4-point, Julia did her best to shake the beast's tail.  
Her comments ï great fun, loved the ride, the best +8 
she has driven.  Hmmm....  perhaps an Aero 8 isn't the 
answer!  Amanda, meanwhile accompanied Linda Greer 
in her 4/4 for the run into Stanley.  Julia and I did arrive 
about a half hour ahead of the herd.  (174 miles). 
 
Recovery time around the charming village of Stanley 
before heading back east towards Cradle Mountain on 
April 25.  Included was a stop at the Seven Sheds Brew-
ery in Railton, not quite the experience of Two Metre Tall 
but still a great place to have lunch and a brew before 
heading into Sheffield for our final nights in Tassie.  (114 
miles) 
 
Touring around Cradle Mountain involved several nomi-
nated Targa Tasmania stages, great fun in the +8 even 
though we didn't do them quite as spiritedly as we would 
have had we been actually competing (something to do 
with Amanda's lower fear factor than I have when in the 
passenger seat with Neil Young as driver).  A visit to Tas-
sie's distillery for a sample of their whiskey put us into a 
mellow mood as we entered the cue for the ferry back to 
the mainland on April 27 evening. (146 miles) 
A smooth crossing, good night's sleep in our cabin meant 
we were ready for the run from Melbourne to Rutherglen 
on April 28.  After a McDonald's breakfast in the St Kilda 

area of Melbourne we played follow-the-leader-as-the-
GPS-gives-us-wrong-turns out of Melbourne and north 
towards Rutherglen.  Stops along the way in Nagambe 
and Wangaratta before we found our first winery  stop ï 
All Saints Estates on the outskirts of Rutherglen.  (244 
miles). 
 
Our last day was a run from Rutherglen to our home in 
Cronulla, most of the day along the Hume Highway.  
Some sections of this highway, the main artery from Syd-
ney to Melbourne, are in worse shape than the worst 
road we traversed in Tassie!  Out of Rutherglen at 12:30 
noon, home just after 7 pm.  416 miles for the day, just 
over 2700 miles (4325 km) for the entire trip.  Petrol 
economy ï about 11 litres / 100 km.   
 
No real problems with our Morgan (although a loose 
lower rad hose clamp did result in a small puddle of anti-
freeze discovered the morning after arriving home). Oth-
ers ï a distributor problem on an early 50's +4, fixed just 
out of Hobart by Julia and one of the Tassie Mog owners; 
a cracked exhaust header on a 4/4 fixed in Stanley, also 
fixed in Stanley was a broken rear shock mount tube ï 
both by a local welder who couldn't be more helpful.   
 
All in all, great trip, good roads and food (except for those 
snags), and incredible camaraderie from both our tourers 

and those we met en route. Oh yes, and great fall weather! 

 

For those northern hemisphere Morganeers who want to ex-

plore Australia, Tasmania should be on your list.  Flights from 

Sydney or Melbourne into Hobart can be had for about A$100 

each way, rental cars are readily available, and from spring 

(Sept ï Nov) through fall (Mar - May) you can expect the 

weather to be changeable but comfortable. 

 

Vern & Amanda DJ (verndj@optusnet.com.au) 

 

 

 

Tassie trip, April 10-26, 2010 (cont) 
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As a new feature for the BLURB, I shall try to include sto-
ries of Morgans sighted around the world or events our 
membership have been fortunate to participate in.   This 
will require stories from you the reader. 
 
Recently I was sent to Wellington, New Zealand on busi-
ness, some may consider this very fortunate while others 
may say not so.  It depends on how well you can hold up 
during a 34 hour trip spent on airplanes and in airports.  
As we all know sleeping on an airplane is a challenge 
and at best not very restful.  Vancouver to Sydney is a 
non-stop 17 hr flight! 
 
Prior to my trip to New Zealand, I attempted to reach 
Morgan owners in New Zealand. According to the MOG 
registry, there are 26 Morgans in New Zealand, of which 
Gary Moles owns five.  Possibly the Lytles met Gary 
when they toured New Zealand in their Morgan?  Gary 
and I were not able to coordinate a meeting and unfortu-
nately never did get together. 
 
However the Morganôs abroad story does not end here!!! 
 
Being your new and determined editor not ready to give-
up on a New Zealand MOG story, I knew that the South-
ward Auto Museum was 45 minutes north of Wellington 

on the islandôs west coast. According to the internet, the 
museum collection included two trikes.  Knowing this, I 
scheduled my free Sunday to visit the museum.   
 
This was a drive that I was looking forward to but sadly 
without a Morgan. For those unfamiliar with New Zea-
land, the country is very mountainous and  the climate 
varies significantly depending where you are, north or 
south island and west or east side of an island.   
 
I was saddled with a new Toyota Camry, and yes, I was 
diligent with the accelerator and brakes.  For those who 
have driven modern right hand drive cars, you will proba-
bly have experienced frequently turning on the windshield 
wipers to indicate a turn.  (Just to clarify, New Zealanders 
do not use wipers to indicate turns)  It just took time to 
orientate myself and manage to use the right hand lever 
to activate turn signals.  It was good to be alone and 
avoid embarrassment during the drive.  Believe me every 
North American driver will do it! 
 
I have digressed enoughé.back to the Southward Auto 
Museum (www.southward.org.nz) 
 
Southward was founded as a charitable trust in 1972 by 
benefactor Sir Len Southward who began collecting cars 
in 1956.  He was involved in the New Zealand Motor In-
dustry since 1919 when he was a message boy for the 
Wellington Motor Warehouse.  He was also well known 
for his championship wins in the ñRedheadò speedboat 
being the first man in the region to travel over 100mph on 
water. 
 
The objective of Southward Auto Museum was to pre-
serve the largest auto collection in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.  Today, it has the largest and most comprehen-

(Continued on page 11) 

Morganõs Around the World By Rob Fournie 
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sive privately owned collection of veteran and vintage 
cars in the southern hemisphere.  The collection has 
over 350 vehicles dating back to 1895 and includes 
vintage engines, motorcycles, cycles, a wide variety of 
stationary engines as well as motoring memorabilia. 
 
As I arrived I noted the car park was empty, except for 
3 cars.  I thought this was my lucky day I had an entire 
Auto museum to myself!  As I entered the facility the 
lobby display there was a very rare 1930 Alfa Romeo 
Speedster.   
 
Our Canadian accent is just as noticeable in New Zea-
land as theirs is to us, so I was quickly identified by the 
curator as North American.   We chatted about cars 
and he noticed our MSCCC logo on my golf shirt. I told 
him about our club, where upon he directed me to the 
entrance to the museum.  To my surprise the very first 
two cars you see are Morgans!   A beautiful 1935 Red 
trike and a nice blue example of a 1921 Trike. 
 

As I toured the museum I was surprised by the number of 
British Automobiles and Motorcycles on display, there were 
a few North American cars thrown in to keep it interesting. 
 
I think of auto museums as art galleries and each car as an 
individual work of art, the curves or razor edged bodies with 
elegant or racy lines.   Each designer has produced his 
vision of art.   While many cars change through the years 
we all know that Morgan design has remained constant.  
Morgan had it right so why change a masterpiece of style 
and elegance!  
 
I have toured many automotive museums but have never 
seen so many Austins in one location.  I believe close to 
every model was exhibited.   
 
There is a very impressive variety of autos.  If you have the 
opportunity to visit New Zealand, make time to visit South-
ward Auto Museum.  It is every bit as much a must see as 
Malvern factory or the Ford museum is in Detroit.  
 

 

1921 1935 

Morganõs Around the World (Cont) 
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As a kid, the big magazine in America was called Road and Track. Every-
thingôs done on the Internet now, but 25 or 30 years ago the classifieds of 
Road and Track always had the coolest cars. Most newspapers just had the 
usual Fords and Chevys, but Road and Track had Ferraris, Lamborghinis, 
Duesenbergs... and it was always my dream to one day buy a vehicle out of 
the back of that publication. 
 
So in the mid-1980s when I started to get successful, I saw a three-wheel Mor-
gan in those pages and I bought it. It was exactly as I hoped it would be: a 
wonderful, wonderful car. So, when I heard Charles Morgan was coming to 
California to show the new AeroMax, I invited him to come by the garage. I 
called him Sir ï I have no idea whether he is or not. Any time Americans meet 
people from England, they just assume theyôre a Sir. So he brought the Aero-
Max to my place. 
 

Now Iôve had the pleasure of meeting the great-grandson of Henry Ford, but I never got to see William Lyons or WO 
Bentley. So to meet Charles Morgan, and shake the hand that goes all the way back to the very beginning, was a thrill. 
He was very down to earth and told me the firm was premiering the AeroMax in LA. He gave me the address. 
 
Now hereôs what made me laugh. The Maybach, and a number of other cars like that, have been premiered in Los Ange-
les, and itôs usually at downtownôs Staples Centre arena, with photographers and people all about. Charles said the 
AeroMax would be premiering in Hollywood, and the address he gave was a house high up in the hills. And in the 
Charles Morgan typical small-town way, there were 14 people there. 
 
The 14 people could not have been bigger enthusiasts. Theyôd come from all over the mid-west and from San Francisco 
to see this car, and I love that. The actor Malcolm McDowell was there. It just sort of made me laugh, because it was as 
if you were going to a family gathering. By comparison, I hosted Jaguarôs XJ launch in London last summer. It was a 
huge, worldwide event. And here was Morgan premiering the AeroMax in a Hollywood Hills home. The car was in the 
driveway. It was hilarious. 
 
I actually really liked it because you could talk to everyone there, including the guy who owns the factory. He gives you 
his card, and you can call him up. The days of a customer ringing up Enzo Ferrari on the phone are gone. To actually 
talk to someone who has anything more than a tenuous connection with the factory is almost impossible. 
 
The sense of the DNA of the firm comes when you say to Charles: óBoy, the aluminium on the fender is nicely done,ô and 
he says: óOh yeah, Graham did that.ô Heôll tell you the name of the guy! Itôs done in a much more modern way, but the 
cars are still put together by hand. The other endearing part is that so many factory staff are the children of previous 
workers. Now you think of Morgan as an old company, but the average age there is 34. In America, if every year your 
firm doesnôt get bigger, then it is somehow failing. Morgan makes one less than people want and so keep things at a 
manageable level. It does exactly what it can do. Thatôs it. Thank you. Nobody is working triple shifts to get the cars out. 
They come out when they come out. You donôt really see that anymore. 
 
I think Morgan is very smart, in that as much as I admired TVR for building its own engine, it was such a huge undertak-
ing that anything less than 100% success would mean total failure. So Morgan very wisely searched the world to find the 
best unité in this case, a BMW. 
 
The AeroMax is a very lightweight car, about 2800lb, and about 37bhp. Itôs fast and very Morgan-like. Iôm the opposite of 
claustrophobic: I enjoy English roadsters that are snug and you feel like youôre in this little leather cabin. It has the old-
school leather that I like. 
 
The thing thatôs unique about this car is that itôs not done by committee. In some ways itôs a bit like the Dodge Viper: this 
is what it looks like ï you either like it or you donôt. The look, for a lot of people, is polarising. They either canôt stand it or 
they love it. The Morgan strikes you emotionally, which is OK because if everybody loved it the factory could not make 
enough. So it is built only for those whose fancy it strikes. 
 
Morgan is able to survive because it never puts more food on the plate than it can eat. When times were good it didnôt 
expand the factory, and when times were bad it wasnôt closed down. WO Bentley was always reaching for the next big 
market ï óWeôve got to compete with Rollsô ï but Morgan is just Morgan. Iôm not sure who its rivals are, and Iôm not sure 
it knows. Itôs a bit like Harley: no matter what year Morgan you have, itôll never be old-fashioned because the new ones 
are old-fashioned.  
(http://www.classicandperformancecar.com/features/columnists/251044/jay_leno_april_2010.html)  

Jay Leno on Morgan Reprinted with Permission from Octane Magazine 

Jay LenoñApril 2010  
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It was the 3rd of May and it was to be our first run of 2010! 
 
May 3 came with dark skies and rain showers but it did not stop 7 moggies and 1 MGB from braving the elements.  And 
why should rain stop us, after all these are British cars! 
  
Kudos to Ted and Fred for making the drive from London.  I must admit that Ken Wightman and I looked at the threaten-
ing sky at 7 am and decided it was too menacing for our Mogs so we elected to participate in my tin-top.  A few members 
were prepared for the weather as Don in a rain parka, the Lytles with the new Morgan umbrella option, and the Brays 
were.  The rain ended early in the run making it a good run to start the season.  
  
This was my first run with the MSCCC and I was very impressed with the route. The run started at Tim Hortons near 
Bronte park and ran 70 kms through fabulous winding and hilly roads ending at the Royal Coachman Pub in Waterdown.   
Along the route the Morgans effortlessly climbed snake hill.  This snake hill made London's snake hill look like an ant hill 
in comparison.  I realized that we in London are at a significant disadvantage since we do not have the hills provided by 
the Niagara escarpment nor the corresponding winding roads.  
 
I will definitely participate in every run possible, I just hope my ñwell usedò Morgan 
will make it until restoration this winter.  I may just need to use my other British 
Sports car (MGA) to get me through the runs this summer.   

MSCCC First Run 2010 By Rob Fournie 
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Notes from the West By Ken and Pat Miles 

 

April 11
th
 was our last drive and it was a beautiful sunny day without a cloud in the sky. We met at McDonalds in White 

Rock at 10:00 and after a quick coffee and some breakfast we took off for the chicken farm in Langley.  
 
Chicken farm is  a misnomer in that in reality it is a chicken farm but one barn has been converted to a setting on Route 
66 with back of the garage housing a fabulous display of North American cars from the fifties and sixties. On show were 
Thunderbirds (55, 56, and 57), Corvettes and other muscle cars such as Chevy Nova, Dodge, Plymouths and pick-up 
trucks. After enjoying another cup of coffee and spending some time in the old diner and garage, we toured the cars in 
the garage.  
 
After the showing, we adjourned to the Fox and the Fiddler Pub in Langley where we enjoyed a few pints and a good 
lunch. Thanks to Chris Allen and Pam Mahoney for organizing a great run. 
 
Chris and Pam were presented with the ñeternal turn signal awardò for forgetting to turn off their signal light for approxi-
mately 2 miles. 
 
Morgans in attendance were Les and June Burkholder, John Renney, Ken and Pat Miles, Win and Christine Muehling, 
Doug and Gill Seager, Ron and Yvonne Theroux, Mike and Rosemary Powley, Chris Allen and Pam Mahoney, Steve 
Blake, and Doug Robb. James Theroux brought his Tiger and Laurie and Verna Fraser were in their Porsche. 
 

Texaco garage Picture of Diner 

Line up of cars. Morgans of Burkholder, Renney, Miles,  
Muehling, Seager and Tiger of Jamer Theroux 

Chris Allen and Pam Mahoney receiving the eternal turn signal 
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Ken and Judy Wightmanõs Continental Adventure Begins 

Date: May 28, Friday Day 1  
Start: London, ON   
End: London, ON  
First day cancelled. Staying in a pleasant home overlooking London, 
Ontario  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: May 29, Saturday Day 2  
Start: London, ON   
End: Clarkson, MI 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: May 30, Sunday Day 3  
Start: Oxford, MI   
End: Grand Rapids, MI   
Visit Frank Lloyd Wright designed home 
http://meyermayhouse.steelcase.com/ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: May 31, Monday Day 4 
Start: Grand Rapids, MI   
End: Cedarburg, WI   
Taking Lake Express Ferry across Lake Michigan  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 1, Tuesday Day 5  
Start: Cedarburg, WI   
End: La Crosse, WI 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 2, Wednesday Day 6  
Start: La Crosse, WI   
End: Pipestone, MN   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 3, Thursday Day 7  
Start: Pipestone, MN 
End: Wall, SD   
http://www.southdakota.com/top-south-dakota-motorcycle-roads-and-
routes/124 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 4, Friday Day 8  
Start: Wall, SD   
End: Custer, SD   
Mount Rushmore 50 mi. 1 hour.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 5, Saturday Day 9 
Start: Custer, SD 
End: Sheridan, WY 
Mount Rushmore 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 6, Sunday Day 10  
Start: Sheridan, WY 
End: Yellowstone Park 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Date: June 7, Monday Day 11 
Start: Yellowstone Park 
End: Jackson Hole, WY 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 8, Tuesday Day 12 
Start: Jackson Hole, WY 
End: Providence, UT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 9, Wednesday Day 13 
Start: Providence, UT 
End: Ely, NV 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 10, Thursday Day 14 
Start: Ely, NV 
End: Tonopah, NV 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 11, Friday Day 15 
Start: Tonopah, NV 
End: Yosemite ï MOA V is at Yosemite 
Look for: Tioga Pass Road from U.S. 395 and Lee Vining. Ascends for 
nearly a mile to 9943 feet, the highest pass in California and it overlooks 
a canyon. Can be chilly and there may still be snow. The road traverses 
by Tenaya Lake and Tuolumne Meadows. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 12, Saturday Day 16 
Start: Yosemite ï MOA V tours Yosemite ï  
 this is a free day for the MOA 
End: Yosemite 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 13, Sunday Day 17 
Start: Yosemite 
End: Jolon, CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 14, Monday Day 18 
Start: Jolon, CA 
End: Jolon, CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Steve Beer 

adds GPSé. 

Will Ken get 

lost?  

At Beers Shop for pre-trip  inspection 

By Ken Wightman 

http://meyermayhouse.steelcase.com/
http://www.southdakota.com/top-south-dakota-motorcycle-roads-and-routes/124
http://www.southdakota.com/top-south-dakota-motorcycle-roads-and-routes/124
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Date: June 15, Tuesday Day 19 
Start: Jolon, CA 
End: San Simeon 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 16, Wednesday Day 20 
Start: San Simeon 
End: Santa Cruz 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 17, Thursday Day 21 
Start: Santa Cruz ï Take Car to Greg Solow for check over 
 Greg Solow, The Engine Room 
 http://engineroomsantacruzcom/ 
End: Novato, CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 18, Friday Day 22 
Start: Sonoma, CA 
End: Sonoma,  CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 19, Saturday Day 23 
Start: Sonoma,  CA 
End: Sonoma, CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 20, Sunday Day 24 
Start: Sonoma,  CA 
End: Garberville, CA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 21, Monday Day 25 
Start: Garberville, CA 
End: Gold Beach,  OR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 22, Tuesday Day 26 
Start: Gold Beach,  OR 
End: Lincoln City, OR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 23, Wednesday Day 27 
Start: Lincoln City, OR 
End: Goldendale, WA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 24, Thursday Day 28 
Start: Goldendale, WA 
End: Spokane, WA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 25, Friday Day 29 
Start: Spokane, WA 
End: Jaffray, BC 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 26, Saturday Day 30 
Start: Jaffray, BC 
End: Medicine Hat, AB 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 27, Sunday Day 31 
Start: Medicine Hat, AB 
End: Moose Jaw, SK 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 28, Monday Day 32 
Start: Moose Jaw, SK 
End: Brandon, MB 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: June 29, Tuesday Day 33 
Start: Brandon, MB 
End: Kenora, ON  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: June 30, Wednesday Day 34 
Start: Kenora, ON 
End: Mine Centre 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: July 1, Thursday Day 35 
Start: Mine Centre, ON 
End: Red Rock, ON 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: Judy 2, Friday Day 36 
Start: Red Rock, ON 
End: Wawa, ON 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: Judy 3, Saturday Day 37 
Start: Wawa, ON 
End: Thessalon, ON 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: July 4, Sunday Day 38 
Start: Thessalon, ON 
End: (South Baymouth) and finally Tara, ON 
Taking the Ferry to Tobermory 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date: July 5, Monday Day 39 
Start: Tara, ON 
End: London, ON 

Inn: HOME! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Estimated miles 

covered:  

8000 miles or 

12960 km.  

 

 

 

Total cost:  

Groan . . .  

The Route  
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We received the following request the UK, if you can help Michael please do what you can  

 

Dear Centre Secretaries,   

  

My name is Michael Palmer (member No. 11797). I have been commissioned by Crowood Press to write a 

book on the Morgan 4/4. The book will cover all 4 -4 and 4/4 models from 1936 to the present.  

  

At the moment I urgently need information on the 4 -4, 4 seater, Drop Head Coupe, TT replica and Le 

Mans replica. If you have members in your area who have one of these models, I would be grateful if you 

could put them in touch with me at this e mail address, or by telephone (01795 474140 / 0779 066 2098 

mob).   

  

If anyone has any information on the prototypes and development and testing of the 4 -4 or the 4/4 seri-

es2, I'd be grateful to have that too,  as well as any information on any of the special bodied vehicles.  I 

need pictures too, so if anyone wants to see their car in a book or would like to share a special 4 -4, 4/4 

experience, get in touch.  

 

A photo shoot is to be arranged and it would be nice to get as many of the cars from across the years 

together.  

  

I have until October 31st to finish the  masterpiece, so time is of the essence! More requests will probably 

follow, but your help will be greatly anticipated and appreciated. Thank You.  

  

Best Wishes  

Michael Palmer  

The following new members have joined our club. 
 
Welcome New Members: 
 
¶ Richard & Pat McCleary of Oakville 
 
¶ Wallace & Ruth Smith of London 
 
¶ Keith & Cynthia Struthers Powell of 

Mississauga 

New Morgan 4/4 Book  By Michael Palmer  

New Members to MSCCC  
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My dream of owning a Morgan began when a fellow student at the Ford Trade School in Windsor, had a Morgan 

with the 
double spare tires. It was fast, hugged the road and the open air ride was exhilarating. This was in the late 40's and early 
50's. Joining the work force, establishing a family and allocation of finances delayed any thought of owning a Morgan. 
At the Ancaster car show, in 2007. a 1957 Plus 4 was "for sale", the owner getting married and needed money for the 
wedding. I made the "deal" and if he could drive it to London to show it was drivable, with no immediate restoration or 
repairs, I would buy it. The car arrived at my metal finishing plant, one evening in April. The deal was completed and my 
dream realized. I drove the car for the summer, replacing the aging tires as they continued to lose air. In september of 
2007 I was in England and visited the Morgan factory at Malvern. Upon returning the restoration began. 
 
The car was stripped of all the chrome, aluminum, lights, windshield and dash. While it spent the next 10 months in the 
paint shop getting a complete dismantling of the body panels stripped and repainted. The engine head was removed for 
rebuilding. The tach, speedo and cluster gauges were sent to California for refinishing and calibration. 
 
During this time I researched the history of the vehicle starting with the build sheet from the Morgan Motor Co. The car 
was shipped to Fergus Imports of New York on July 31, 1956. I could not find any history from '56 to early '70 when 
Mr. W. Norgate (Scarborough) spotted it in a field in the Kingston area. Mr. Norgate did a restoration including a new 
wooden frame and the car stayed in the family until it was sold to Bradley Morgan, Jordan Station in 2004. 
Bythe time the car was returned from the paint shop I had all the chrome refinished and the aluminum polished. A 
new top, tonneau cover with side curtains was made. 
 
After reassembling the chrome, lights and some wiring, there were a just few days of driving before winter storage. 
2009 has been a more enjoyable year so far, with attendance at the Plunkett and BSCCof London shows and a 
number of around town trips. 
 
Files and pictures were passed along to me from previous owners and along with my own, I have a very complete 
history of the restoration and cost involved to date. 
 

By Wally Smith Feature Car - Wallace Smith's 1957 Morgan Plus 4 
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